
Fontbonne Ministries: 10 Wonder-Filled Years
As spring arrived early, the Sisters of St. 
Joseph and staff gathered on April 11 to 
mark the 10th Anniversary of Fontbonne 
Ministries. The day started with a Mass in the 
Morrow Park chapel, where Administrator 
Leanne Kloppenborg welcomed every-
one warmly. The celebration continued in 
the dining room as Sisters related how the 
ministries had grown and finished with group 
pictures in the courtyard.

“It is no coincidence,” said Sr. Margaret 
Myatt in her introduction, “that Fontbonne 
Ministries began on the same street that the 
first four Sisters walked in the 1850’s, prior 
to branching out in the rest of the city … as 
Fontbonne is now doing in Etobicoke.” 

Sr. Margaret paid tribute to Sr. Gwen 
Smith, who started the first storefront on 
Queen Street and to all the Sisters who 
took up the challenge. She praised the first 
‘whirlwind’ administrator Joan Breech, 
and all the staff, volunteers, women 
and men religious and others for the 
evolution of the ministries over the years. 

“You saved my life”
— Mustard Seed participant

Sr. Gwen, Director of Mustard Seed, 
said, “Today we give thanks that many years 
ago our community purchased the property 
on which Fontbonne Place stands … holy 
ground within walking distance of the site of 
our first House of Providence … ”  Sr. Gwen
and the Sisters acknowledged the dire need 
for affordable housing — which became  
Fontbonne Place with its 18 rent-geared-
to-income apartments — and an outreach 
centre which became Mustard Seed.

A ministry “divinely sent by God”
— In Good Company participant 

In 2002, Sr. Georgette Gregory, Direc-
tor of In Good Company, began setting up 
this ministry of presence which volunteers 
described as ‘the gift of community.’ She told 
of her gratitude at seeing this ‘gift’  grow with 
the help of many women religious and lay 
people.

... continued on page 4

Volunteers have made an invaluable 
contribution to Fontbonne Ministries over 
the last 10 years. 
They have done everything imaginable: 

some trying new things to develop new 
skills; others sharing their knowledge and 
experience. Whatever the volunteer “job” 
— it is all about nurturing community, 
welcoming everyone who comes with 
gratitude. 

On May 19, we will celebrate their 
giftedness at our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation event.  

Along with all the Sisters and staff of 
Fontbonne Ministries, our volunteers 
recognize the abundance of God’s 
creation, and they share it joyfully with 
those around them.  It is a privilege to 
experience that generosity!

— Leanne Kloppenborg
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Fontbonne Ministries seeks to nurture community with the neighbour – welcoming everyone without distinction. 
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